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WEATHER

The week was a generally dry period dominated by high pressure.  The exception
was the far northern coastal regions and interior mountain areas early in the period
as low pressure systems brushed the northern portions of the State.  During this
time, scattered rainfall amounts totaled almost one-half inch at Crescent City.
Somewhat lesser amounts were observed at Blue Canyon and Lake Tahoe in the
northern Sierra Nevada.  Only trace amounts affected the agricultural areas of the
northern Sacramento Valley.  Elsewhere, dry conditions prevailed.  Light to
moderate dry, northerly winds across the mountains and interior valleys of northern

and central California kept marine air intrusions somewhat limited with seasonable temperatures observed at most
locations.  The near coastal regions of southern California started out with temperatures below average as marine air
extended well inland.  At times coastal drizzle was observed in the Los Angeles Basin.  Interior portions of southern
California, including the Imperial Valley, continued to report temperatures that were below normal for this time of year.
By the later part of the period, dry and warmer northerly winds boosted temperatures across much of the southern part
of the State and marine air retreated to the immediate coastal regions.

       FIELD CROPS

Rice harvest was complete in some areas, and rice straw was baled.  The seventh and final cutting of alfalfa hay was
nearly complete in many areas.  New alfalfa field planting was in progress.  Dry lima bean harvest began in Merced
County.  Sweet potatoes were also harvested in Merced County.  Cotton harvest had begun in many early fields, while
defoliation continued in other fields.  Corn for silage was harvested.  Corn for grain harvest was complete in central
California, while fall corn harvest was about to begin in the Imperial Valley.  Ground preparation for oat, wheat and
barley planting continued and planting was underway in some fields.   Early sugar beets were harvested in Fresno
County.  

FRUIT CROPS

Cultural operations for stone fruits such as pruning, herbicide applications and the pushing out of orchards for replanting
were underway.  Harvest was winding down with Autumn Sun peaches still being harvested.  Grape vineyard cultural
operations included irrigation, pruning and shredding.  Crimson Seedless, Prima Red, Red Globe and Thompson
Seedless table, wine and juice grape varieties were still being harvested.  Dried-on-the-vine raisin harvest moved
forward.  Hayward kiwis and Hachiya and Fuyu persimmons were being harvested.  Figs were also harvested.  Foothill
and Wonderful pomegranates continued to be harvested.  Valencia oranges were packed in Tulare County.  New navel
orchards showed good growth.  Some citrus growers were treating to control fungus.  Green olive harvest progressed.

NUT CROPS

Almond harvest continued, but at a slower rate.  Walnuts and pistachios were also harvested.  Pistachio harvest was
complete in some areas.  Ground preparations were underway in some walnut orchards.  
 

VEGETABLE CROPS

Processing tomato harvest slowed down due to cooler temperatures and shorter days.  The fall asparagus harvest
continued.  Fall broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage and lettuce fields were in various stages of planting and growth with
weeding, irrigation, fertilization and treatments to control insects and mildew.  Bell pepper, watermelon and basil
harvest was winding down.  Freezer lima bean, honeydew, pumpkin and fresh market tomato harvests were ongoing.
Other crops reported harvested included amaranth, artichokes, wax and green beans, cabbage, Asian melons, okra,
radicchio, zucchini and many types of Asian vegetables.

LIVESTOCK

Rangeland grazing of cattle continued with many receiving nutrient supplements.  Some rangeland cattle were taken
to market.  Many cattle remained at higher elevations where feeding conditions were fair.  Fire hazard was high in some
counties.   The milder temperatures were beneficial for milk production.  Sheep were grazing in harvested cantaloupe,
tomato, alfalfa, wheat and barley fields.  Sheep arrived from out-of-state for winter pastures.  Bees were moving to winter
staging areas in the northern valley.

     
This report is available the first workday of the week after 1:00 PDT at

www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/index.asp



CALIFORNIA CROP WEATHER  -- WEEK ENDING 10/22/06

STATIONS

TEMPERATURE GROWING DEGREE
DAYS AT 60oF BASE PRECIPITATION

Average
Week
Ending

10/22/06

Departure
from

Normal
High Low

This Season Normal This Season Normal

January 1 -
10/22/06

January 1 -
10/22/06

Week
Ending

10/22/06

July 1 -
10/22/06

July 1 -
10/22/06 

July 1 -
June 30

- - Degrees Fahrenheit - - - - Number - - - - Inches - -
NORTH COAST
Eureka 54 0 75 40 32 0 0.10 1.14 2.79 37.53
Ukiah 62 2 90 37 1,757 1,454 0.00 0.31 2.07 37.96
Santa Rosa 63 1 89 41 911 921 0.04 0.61 1.69 30.30

CENTRAL COAST
San Francisco AP 64 3 81 50 560 443 0.00 0.34 0.93 19.70
San Jose 64 2 83 48 1,426 1,328 0.00 0.34 0.87 14.42
Livermore Tele -- -- -- -- 1,624 1,455 0.00 0.00 0.82 14.21
Salinas AP 62 1 87 42 471 431 0.00 0.05 0.70 12.44
Monterey FAA 62 2 81 47 266 145 0.01 0.05 1.84 18.72
King City 62 0 92 37 1,409 1,042 0.00 0.36 0.55 11.44
Paso Robles AP 62 1 91 38 1,728 1,552 0.00 0.63 0.68 13.95

SACRAMENTO VALLEY
Redding 67 3 87 45 2,904 2,499 0.00 0.26 2.26 33.30
Red Bluff FSS 66 2 88 46 2,845 2,603 0.00 0.12 1.89 22.29
Chico AFS 62 0 90 40 2,569 2,042 0.00 0.15 1.57 26.32
Marysville 63 -1 88 42 2,464 2,429 0.00 0.19 1.23 21.04
Sacramento AP 63 -1 85 43 2,017 1,925 0.00 1.14 0.96 17.52

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
Stockton WSO 63 0 85 41 2,355 2,206 0.01 0.91 0.86 13.95
Fresno 64 0 86 48 3,089 2,781 0.00 0.99 0.64 10.60
Bakersfield 64 -2 89 47 3,213 3,096 0.00 0.48 0.44 5.72

SOUTH COAST
Santa Maria AP 62 2 86 45 766 410 0.00 0.47 0.64 12.36
Santa Barbara 61 -1 81 43 793 733 0.01 0.31 1.02 16.25
Oxnard -- -- -- -- 1,289 906 0.00 0.00 0.66 14.38
Los Angeles 72 2 92 56 2,520 2,285 0.00 0.34 0.66 14.77
Riverside 68 2 94 45 3,002 2,321 0.00 0.09 0.63 9.58
San Diego AP 66 -1 80 57 1,918 1,692 0.00 0.85 0.60 9.90

SOUTHEAST INTERIOR
Bishop 55 0 80 30 1,830 1,552 0.00 0.79 0.70 5.37
Lancaster 60 -1 83 33 2,814 2,343 0.00 0.10 0.66 6.92
Daggett AP -- -- 72 61 4,239 3,890 0.00 0.06 1.26 3.93
Thermal AP 70 -2 93 44 4,912 4,731 0.00 0.00 1.09 3.16
Blythe 70 -3 88 52 5,409 5,225 0.00 4.61 1.67 3.60
Imperial 72 -2 92 52 5,404 4,953 0.00 0.08 1.03 2.75

CASCADE - SIERRA
Alturas 45 -1 73 19 616 296 0.16 0.25 1.81 12.01
Mt.  Shasta 50 0 75 29 846 446 0.05 0.11 3.04 37.02
Blue Canyon 55 2 72 37 1,216 574 0.42 1.01 5.08 67.04
Yosemite -- -- -- -- 1,375 1,090 0.00 1.08 3.04 37.05
Normal is defined as average over the 30-year period 1961 through 1990.  Dashes (- -) in Average Week Ending and Departure from Normal
columns mean less than five days reporting, while in High and Low columns mean no days reporting.

Weekly summary provided by the Western Regional Climate Center with data reported by the National Weather Service.  When data are
quality controlled by the National Climatic Data Center, the accumulated growing degree day and precipitation values are updated.


